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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - COMMON-USE 
CONTRACTING ARRANGEMENTS 

1998. Mr A.J. Simpson to the Treasurer 

In relation to the Minister’s answer to Question on Notice 1627, the 2005-2006 Procurement Benefits 
Realisation Report does not provide the details sought. Therefore I ask - 

(1) What date were the latest common-use contracting arrangements finalised for - 
(a) the reams of standard copy paper referred to in the answer; 
(b) the toner cartridges referred to in the answer; and 
(c) the Pentium III laptop computers referred to in the answer? 

(2) What was the average cost to agencies of reams of copy paper for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(3) What was the average cost to agencies of toner cartridges for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(4) What was the average cost to agencies of Pentium III laptop computers for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(5) How many reams of copy paper were purchased by agencies for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(6) How many toner cartridges were purchased by agencies for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(7) How many Pentium III laptop computers were purchased by agencies for the following years - 

(a) 2002; 
(b) 2003; 
(c) 2004; 
(d) 2005; and 
(e) 2006? 

(8) To what brand of paper was the Minister referring when he said “in 2002 agencies paid around $6.29 
for a ream”? 

(9) Who was the Government’s principal supplier of these $6.29 reams of paper in 2002? 
(10) What brand of paper was the Minister referring to when he said, “Today, under current common-use 

contracting arrangements, agencies can buy a ream for as little as $3.68”? 
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(11) Who is the Government’s principal supplier of $3.68 reams of paper? 
(12) For what brand and model printer did toner cost $159.91 for agencies in 2002? 
(13) To what brand and model printer does the Minister’s quoted $42.50 toner refer? 
(14) Is the toner to which the Minister’s answer referred genuine or a generic brand?  

(a) If generic, what brand is that toner? 
(15) When was the last Pentium III laptop computer purchased by the public sector, how much did it cost 

and who was the supplier of that machine? 
(16) When was the last known request made by any agency to purchase a Pentium III laptop computer and 

which agency made that request? 
(17) With whom is the current common-use contract agreement to supply $1,498 Pentium III laptop 

computers made? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 

(1) (a) 1 December 2005; 
(b) 1 September 2002; and 
(c) 1 September 2004. 

(2)-(7) As indicated in the "Basket of Goods Benchmark Comparison" included in the 2005-06 Procurement 
Reform Benefits Realisation Report, the 2002 prices given were "average sector prices" and were 
derived from a benchmarking exercise undertaken by consultancy firm, IBM Business Consulting 
Services for the Functional Review Taskforce. Such details are not readily available for most 
subsequent years and information such as the number of toner cartridges purchased by all agencies is 
not available.  
The Department of Treasury and Finance is now collecting aggregated spend information for 
commodities covered by most common use arrangements (CUAs) from supplier sales reports, and has a 
project in train to progressively improve whole of Government reporting. However for past years this 
information is not available. 
The State Supply Commission's "Who Buys What" report provides agency specific and aggregate spend 
information for a wide range of spend activities, but not at the individual commodity level the Member 
is seeking. 

(8) The 2002 report reads - "One ream A4 80 gsm paper, eg. Reflex". Of the surveyed agencies, the average 
price was $6.29 (CPI adjusted) and would have covered a range of paper brands.  

(9) In 2002, there were a wide range of different purchasing arrangements used by agencies. Some agencies 
had their own contracts, some used one of the ten suppliers on the non mandatory CUA panel and 
others purchased directly from retail outlets. 

(10) Fuji Xerox - Performer +. 

(11) Fuji Xerox. 

(12) The 2002 report read - "Toner Cartridge HP 4M Hewlett Packard Original". 

(13) The $42.50 quoted was for the best price available in 2006 for an equivalent HP toner cartridge under 
the current CUA (HP44).  

(14) Genuine HP: 

(a) N/A. 

(15) Unknown. 

(16) Unknown. 

(17) There are five suppliers of laptops available under the CUA - Acer Computer Australia Pty Ltd, 
Hewlett-Packard Australia Pty Ltd, IBM Australia Ltd, Ipex ITG Pty Ltd and Toshiba (Australia) Pty 
Ltd. As indicated in the "Basket of Goods Benchmark Comparison" included in the 2005-06 
Procurement Reform Benefits Realisation Report, the price of a laptop in 2006 was for "the same or 
equivalent item" to the IBM T20 laptop Pentium III referred to back in the 2002 benchmark survey. 
Obviously, the 2006 "equivalent" has far greater functionality and capacity than the 2002 Pentium III 
laptop. 

 


